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kingdotn Is doomed^ and your daughter is possessed
by an evil spirit. For she has laughed at me again,
even worse than before, and cancelled years of my
reward, by disturbing my meditations* Now, there-
fore, prepare to suffer the extremities of my ven-
geance. Then the kings at his wits' end, said:
Holy man, is there absolutely.no remedy? The
ascetic replied; Am I ever to be disturbed in my
devotions ? There is none ; your daughter is clearly
incurable. But the king said : Can nothing be done
to cure her? Do you know no potent spell to con-
quer her malady? Then that rogue, inwardly de-
1 lighted, said: Well, I will do this, out of mercy.
I will see your daughter, and perform incantations
over her. And if I can drive out the evil spirit
of unseasonable laughter that possesses her, it is
well: but if not, nothing remains but the curse.

So the king carried him to his daughter's apart-
ments, and said to his daughter: My daughter,
your laughter incessantly disturbs this holy man
at his devotions. And now he has come, out of
mercy, to exorcise the laughing demon that pos-
sesses you: otherwise, my kingdom, cursed by him,
will perish for want of rain. Then the ascetic said :
Let all others depart, and leave me in private with
the king's daughter. But the king said aside to